Asymptomatic brain finding results on MRI in a patient with Crohn's disease: a case report.
The association of inflammatory bowel disease with neurological involvement is unusual and often controversial. We report the case of a 39-year old man with Crohn's disease and an intracranial benign primary tumor, detected on MRI scan. The patient had been suffering from extensive perianal fistulas for 8 years, before inflammatory bowel disease was diagnosed six months ago. The patient, being enrolled in a research protocol, underwent brain MRI examination. Despite the absence of neurological symptoms and electromyography abnormalities, a meningioma was evidenced. Whether this is an incidental finding on brain MRI or whether it might be linked to Crohn's disease development as an extraintestinal, neurological disorder remains unclear. This information is especially important in view of the ethical and practical issues involved in the management of incidental findings in CD. This report might provide further confirmation of the hypothesis that central neurological disorders occur during CD.